The poverty guidelines are issued each year in the Federal Register by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The guidelines are a simplification of the poverty thresholds for administrative purposes, such as when determining financial eligibility for certain federal programs. For more information about poverty guidelines, log on to the Institute for Research on Poverty’s Website: http://aspe.hhs.gov.
	Size of Family
Unit
	48 Contiguous States and District of Columbia (Excluding Alaska and Hawaii)
	185 % Poverty

	1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
For each additional person, add
	$10,830
$14,570
$18,310
$22,050
$25,790
$29,530
$33,270
$37,010
$3,740
	$20,035
$26,954
$33,873
$40,792
$47,711
$54,630
$61,549
$68,468
$6,919


SOURCE: Federal Register, Vol. 75, No.148, August 3, 2010, pp. 45628-45629 
Please note that an additional column has been added to the 2010 Federal Poverty Guidelines to include figures for 185 percent of poverty. The column was added to increase the income criteria used to determine eligibility for participation in EFNEP. The figure of 185% poverty was chosen based on similar income eligibility criteria for other programs such as WIC, Head Start, Food Stamp Program, National School Lunch Program, the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program and the Children’s Health Insurance Program. Note that in general, cash public assistance programs (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and Supplemental Security Income) do NOT use the poverty guidelines in determining eligibility. The Earned Income Tax Credit program also does NOT use the poverty guidelines to determine eligibility. 

